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THE BIG SMOKE DEBATE NORTH WEST

Smoking in public places. Should it go? Let us know.

The Big Smoke Debate North West launched today, invites all those who live and work in the region to voice their opinions and have their say as to whether enclosed public places, such as restaurants and bars should be smoke free.

The debate is part of a nationwide initiative to find out public opinion on smoke free places across England and follows the successful debate held in London. It promises to be one of the biggest consultation exercises on a public health issue ever seen in England.

North West people are being asked to air their views by logging onto www.bigsmokedebate.com/northwest or via the free papers distributed to households in the region.

Brenda Fullard, Regional Tobacco Policy Manager comments, ‘ Tobacco smoke is something that affects all people whether they smoke or not and I welcome this opportunity to give people in the North West a chance to voice their opinion and influence what happens about this important health issue that affects their lives.’

The debate focuses on where people should be able to smoke not whether people should be able to smoke and asks for opinions on a variety of enclosed public places including restaurants, bars, train stations, cafes, shopping centres and taxis.

Smokefree environments can help to protect people who are both visiting or working from serious health problems such as asthma, heart disease and lung cancer. They help support those smokers who are trying to quit and in the long term help prevent young people from starting to smoke. It is said action to stop smoking in enclosed public places could cut the number of smokers from around, one in four of the adult population to only, one in nine within 20 years.

-Ends-

Notes to Editors

· The Big Smoke Debate North West will run from 4th March 2003 to the 31st May 2004.

· For visuals and interviews with spokespeople please call the contact above

· People in the North West are being asked to join the Big Smoke Debate by logging onto www.bigsmokedeabte.com/northwest where there will be a short on-line questionnaire to complete, or via the free papers distributed to houses in the region. The campaign will be supported by adverts in key region wide newspapers and local borough press, mobile posters, radio adverts and bus adverts.

· Some of the immediate effects of passive smoking include eye irritation, headache, cough, sore throat, dizziness and nausea. Adults with asthma and other respiratory conditions can experience a significant decline in lung function when exposed to smoke, while new cases of asthma may be included in children whose parents smoke. In the longer term, passive smokers suffer an increased risk of a range of smoking-related diseases such as lung cancer

· In various cities around the world there have been advancements in the overall goal to increase enclosed smokefree public places. The most well known of cases, New York and San Francisco, have implemented smokefree legislation in all their bars or restaurants. 
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