NEW MOVES TO IMPROVE SEXUAL HEALTH

Public Health Minister Melanie Johnson today announced further roll-out of the chlamydia screening programme to cover 16 new areas of England.

3 of the 16 new areas are in Cheshire and Merseyside, which is set to receive funding to support 7 new chlamydia screening programmes for local PCT’s in the region, including; Cheshire West, Eastern Cheshire, Central Cheshire North Liverpool, Central Liverpool, South Liverpool and South Sefton PCTs.

Alayne Robin, Regional Programme Manager Sexual Health & Young People comments, ‘It is excellent news that Cheshire & Merseyside will benefit from this additional resource to implement the second phase of the chlamydia screening programme. The levels of infection are unacceptable, especially among young people and more needs to be done to make testing for chlamydia easier across the North West.”

Chlamydia is the country’s most common sexually transmitted infection (STI) with as many as one in ten people infected with the disease.

Miss Johnson also announced a review of how genito-urinary medicine (GUM) clinics are modernising.

Melanie Johnson said:

“The Government is committed to improving the country’s sexual health and tackling the rise of sexually transmitted infections.

“Sexual health services suffered from under-investment over many decades by different administrations.  We’ve already ploughed in millions of pounds to support the sexual health strategy – the first ever such action plan in this country.

“But I know we need to do more.  That’s why I’m announcing today that sixteen more programmes – covering 50 Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) – will now be able to offer chlamydia screening to at-risk groups.

She added:

“In addition to the areas already offering screening, it means that a quarter of all PCTs in England will be providing screening under the programme.  

“We’re also planning the third phase of the roll-out.  However, in areas where the screening programme is not yet in place, chlamydia testing is still available from GUM clinics, some community contraceptive clinics and GP surgeries.”

The first phase of the chlamydia screening programme, announced in 2002, covered ten areas. If untreated, chlamydia in women can lead to pelvic inflammatory disease, ectopic pregnancy and infertility.

Miss Johnson said:

"The chlamydia screening programme will primarily target women under 25 who access sexual health services.

“This group attends health services more often than young men and suffers more from the long term consequences.  However, we will also be promoting greater uptake of testing amongst men.”

The Government has committed £35 million investment since 2002 to help fund modernisation of GUM clinics and reduce waiting times. 

Miss Johnson said:

“The review I’m announcing today will assist this process by helping encourage service modernisation, offer solutions to local capacity issues such as developing the role of nurses, and ensuring the most effective use of current resources.”

Notes to editors:

1. In 2002, genital chlamydial infection was the most common STI diagnosed in GUM clinics, with 82,206 diagnoses made in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  Between 2001 and 2002, the number of diagnoses increased by 16 per cent in males and 13 per cent in females. Highest rates of diagnoses were among women aged 16-19 years and men aged 20-24 years, 1,209 and 842 per 100,000 respectively.  The rate of diagnoses among women falls off dramatically after age 24 years because of changes in sexual behaviours and mixing patterns and decreased susceptibility. The percentage decrease in the rate of diagnoses among men over 24 years is not as pronounced as it is among women, reflective of continued sexual risk taking in this age group.  Source: Health Protection Agency, November 2003.
2. Most people with chlamydia will not have any symptoms, but if left untreated it can lead to long-term health problems, including infertility.  Screening is voluntary.  If a person does want a test, they are asked to complete a test request form and provide a urine sample.  Results should be available within two weeks and if the test is positive the infection will be treated with a course of antibiotics.  To prevent re-infection it is important that sexual contacts are also tested and treated where necessary.
3. Sixteen new areas will be covered by the second phase of the chlamydia screening programme, costing £4 million. They are:
· Solihill PCT, N.Birmingham PCT, E Birmingham PCT, Heart of Birmingham PCT, S.Birmingham PCT
· North Stoke PCT, South Stoke PCT, Newcastle Under Lyme PCT & Staffordshire Moorlands PCT
· Luton PCT [Luton & Bedfordshire Trusts]
· Cheshire West PCT 
· Shepway PCT, Ashford PCT, Canterbury & Coastal PCT, East Kent Coastal PCT
· Eastern Cheshire PCT & Central Cheshire PCT
· North Liverpool PCT, South Sefton PCT, Central Liverpool PCT, South Liverpool PCT

· Coventry PCT

· Great Yarmouth PCT, Broadland PCT, North Norfolk PCT, Norwich PCT, Southern PCT, West Norfolk PCT

· South East Sheffield PCT, North Sheffield PCT, South West Sheffield PCT, West Sheffield PCT

· Enfield PCT, Haringey PCT

· Brent PCT, Harrow PCT

· Brighton & Hove PCT, Eastbourne Downs PCT, Mid Sussex PCT, Sussex, Downs and Weald PCT

· Easington PCT, Darlington PCT, Derwentside PCT, Durham Dales PCT, Durham and Chester-Le-Street PCT, Sedgefield PCT

· Slough PCT

· North Hampshire PCT, Eastleigh PCT, Mid Hampshire PCT

4. The Health Development Agency evidence briefing, 'Prevention of STIs: a review of reviews into the effectiveness of non-clinical interventions' is published today. Commissioned by the Department of Health to support implementation of the National Strategy for Sexual Health and HIV, the evidence briefing shows what works most effectively to help reduce chlamydia and other STIs. The evidence briefing is available at:

http://www.hda.nhs.uk/documents/prevention_stis_evidence_briefing.pdf

5. For more information contact David Hands on 020 7210 4905 (office) or 07884 473234 (mobile).

