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Avian Influenza

What the HPA says about Avian Flu: (Statement can be attributed in entirety to an HPA spokesman).

“The HPA is closely monitoring the situation in South-east Asia.  Although the virus has caused severe disease and death in humans in Vietnam and Thailand, there is no evidence of transmission of avian flu from person-to-person during the current outbreaks. Where information has been available the people affected are reported to have had contact with infected poultry. Based on this information the risk to people in the UK from avian flu is currently considered very low. 

If this pattern of disease did change, and human-to-human spread did occur, the UK has been at the forefront in the development of a suitable vaccine and is one of few countries that have successfully conducted human clinical trials on similar vaccines. There are considerable technical difficulties in making vaccines against avian influenza, and although development could take a few months, the HPA along with other UK institutions is committed to finding solutions to these problems. 

Following calls for assistance from WHO’s Global Outbreak and Response Network the HPA has made available virologists and specialist field staff to assist the authorities in the affected countries.

In the meantime, our flu surveillance continues and we are confident that we would be able to quickly identify the emergence of avian flu amongst humans in the UK. We also have a pandemic plan which can be put into action should the situation change and the threat of cases in the UK become greater.
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