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PRESS NOTICE  - INVITE

PRESS NOTICE : EMBARGOED 10.00AM Wednesday 28th 

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER PUBLISHES ANNUAL REPORT

'ON THE STATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH'

NORTH WEST ANALYSIS ON DEATH BY DROWNING

The Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, today publishes his third annual report 'On the State of Public Health'.  It provides an assessment of a number of important issues where significant improvements in health can be achieved by sustained action.

Sir Liam's report offers a new perspective on five subject areas.  It analyses the effectiveness of current treatments and services, describes Government action in these areas and identifies action necessary to bring about improvement.  The five chapters of the report examine:

-
Smoking and skin ageing;

-
Economic benefits of smoke-free public places;

-
Better blood transfusion;

-
A focus on academic medicine; and 

· Earlier detection of HIV infection

North West Report

The report also highlights a specific issue which warrants local investigation or action in each of the nine public health regions. In addition to drawing attention to the particular concerns, this chapter is designed to generate local debate.

In the North West public awareness of drowning risks in the region have been raised following the tragic deaths of migrant workers in Morecambe Bay. An analysis of deaths by drowning between 1998 and 2002 has discovered that people living in the North West have a higher than average risk of accidental drowning.

Professor John Ashton, Regional Director of Public Health comments, ‘When the place of residence of persons drowning are plotted on a map of the region, together with the locations of coastlines and waterways, a strong pattern has emerged where those who live close to canals are at particular risk of both accidental and self harm drowning. This is especially high during summer and Christmas periods due to a possible association with alcohol consumption.’

‘With canal sites becoming increasingly fashionable for residential development and canal towpaths being promoted for recreational resource drowning risks need to be taken into consideration in regeneration programmes and recreational programmes at canal side areas.’

North West Progress Report

This report reviews progress on the previous two year’s five topics including, second hand smoke and epilepsy, West Nile virus, obesity, E.coli 0157, intrathecal chemotherapy, health inequalities and poor medical performance and also in the problems spotlighted in each of the regions.

The North West  that 615 cases of syphilis in Greater Manchester have been reported between January 1999 and March 2004. Men who have sex with men make 80% of the cases and 45% had previously had a sexual transmitted disease. A quarter of these cases were also HIV positive. There is no indication that the number of cases of syphilis in Greater Manchester is falling. The number of cases of syphilis in heterosexuals appears to be increasing. Continuing efforts are needed to improve the effectiveness of health education amongst at risk groups and to ensure better access to services.

Over the last 150 years, annual reports published by the Chief Medical Officer have provided an important record of the nation's health and the major challenges faced by Government.  In the last few years the annual report has provided an opportunity to highlight some of the main health challenges of the day and focus attention on initiatives that can be taken by the Government, and others, on public health and the National Health Service to address them.
Notes to editors

1. Copies of 'On the State of Public Health' are available from www.dh.gov.uk
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